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Eva  Susan  Waldron 

Seest  fhou  a (wojman  diligent 
in  [her]  business?  [S]he  shall 
stand  before  kings. 

Proverbs  23:29 

Eva  Susan  Waldron  has  been 
retired  in  Maine  for  almost  thirty 
years  now.  It  is  a rest  that  was  well 
earned.  For  when  she  worked,  she 
was  ever  diligent  about  her  business. 
But  more  than  kings,  it  is  before  the 
nurses  of  Massachusetts  that  she 
should  stand.  Those  women  and  men 
who  carry  on  the  business  of  nursing 
are  the  best  judges  of  Miss  Waldron’s 
worth. 

Miss  Waldron  began  her  nursing 
career  at  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital.  There  she  studied  and 
worked  under  such  notables  as 
Pauline  Dolliver,  Helen  Woods  and 
Sara  E.  Parsons.  A member  of  the 
Class  of  1911,  Miss  Waldron  quickly 
emerged  from  the  group  to  assert  her- 
self. and  stamp  her  personality  on 
the  profession  After  a stint  as  oper- 
ating room  nurse  at  the  General, 

Miss  Waldron  went  to  Fall  River  and 
was  assistant  to  the  superintendent 
there  for  two  years.  Then,  with  her 
friend,  Annie  Clark,  she  went  to 
Whitinsville  to  organize  the  nursing 
department  of  a small  "cottaRe  hos- 
pital." All  was  proceeding  apace 
when  America  rallied  to  Europe’s 
side  to  fight  the  "war  to  end  all 
wars."  Miss  Waldron  joined  the 
Harvard  Unit  and  spent  one  year  at 
the  front.  She  was  back  in  Boston 
only  a short  time,  when  she  joined 
the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital's  Base  Hospital  #6.  Sixty-six 
nurses.  26  medical  officers  and  155 
corpsmen  established  their  hospital 
at  Talence.  a suburb  of  Bordeaux. 
France.  July.  1917.  Miss  Waldron's 
European  experience  was  acknow- 
ledged in  her  appointment  as  assist- 
ant to  the  Chief  Nurse.  Sara  E. 
Parsons.  Nursing  the  wounded  and 
the  sick  was  then,  as  it  has  ever  been 
in  times  of  war.  arduous  work.  Yet 
the  nurses  were  young  women  who 
adapted  quickly  to  the  circum- 
stances. Their  time  off  was  spent 
bicycling  along  the  French  country- 
side. Miss  Waldron,  along  with  her 
fellow  alumna.  Peg  Reilly,  sang  in 
the  church  choir.  Richard  Cabot. 

MD.  one  of  nursing's  staunchest 


Eva  Waldron’s 
presidential  portrait 

allies  and  one  of  the  doctors  at  Base 
#6.  had  brought  his  violin  along  with 
him  to  France.  He  joined  the  nurses 
in  mastering  other  pieces  of  music. 

So  it  was  that  young  hearts  balanced 
the  horrors  of  war  with  music's 
beauty.  When  Miss  Waldron 
returned  to  Boston  in  the  spring  of 
1919  following  the  Armistice,  she,  as 
did  many  other  veteran-nurses, 
enrolled  at  Simmons  College  That 
summer  and  fall  she  studied  and 
earned  a certificate  in  public  health 
nursing.  She  practiced  for  four  years 
in  Dover,  New  Hampshire.  Then,  she 
returned  to  Boston  to  head  the  new 
South  End  Health  Unit.  She  directed 
the  care  given  to  Boston's  ethnic 
communities  and  guided  the 
development  of  many  young  public 
health  nurses.  Ruth  Wheeler,  who 
later  became  a peer,  testifies  that 
Miss  Waldron  was  a good  teacher 
and  a "whiz”  at  what  she  did. 

An  opportunity  to  make  another 
professional  advance  came  along 
and  Miss  Waldron  took  it.  She 
accepted  the  leadership  position  in 
Springfield.  There  she  was  respon- 
sible for  the  nursing  care  in  six  towns 


Miss  Waldron  had  a long  and  crea- 
tive nursing  career.  She  can  stand 
among  Massachusetts  nurses  as  one  * 
of  their  own,  and  best  She  and  they 
have  dedicated  their  lives  to  care  for 
those  who  have  felt  the  slings  and 
arrows  of  an  outrageous  fortune. 
Remembering  such  women  will 
assure  that  nursing  will  stay  true  to 
its  course. 

— Mary  Ellen  Doona 
MNA  Historian 

Sources 

1.  Personal  communication  Eva  S. 
Waldron.  2/3/84. 

2.  Personal  communication.  Ruth 
Wheeler.  2/7/84. 
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Obituaries 

Eva  Susan  Waldron 

Eva  Susan  Waldron,  99,  died 
Saturday  in  a local  nursing  home. 

She  was  bom  in  New  Fairfield, 
Conn.,  a daughter  of  William  and 
Susan  Pfiffer  Waldron. 

She  graduated  from  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital  School  of 
Nursing,  Boston,  Mass.,  and  stud- 
ied at  Simmons  College  School  of 
Public  Health  Nursing,  Boston,  and 
Columbia  University,  New  York 
City. 

In  June  1917  she  joined  the 
British  Expeditionary  Forces  to 
serve  as  a nurse  during  World  War 
I. 

Miss  Waldron  was  later  a mem- 
ber of  Base  Hospital  Number  Six, 
one  of  the  first  units  in  the  U.S.  that 
responded  to  the  call  of  the  Allies 
for  medical  assistance.  She  was 
stationed  near  Bordeaux,  France. 

She  was  director  of  nurses  at 
Fall  River  (Mass.)  Hospital.  She 
organized  a child  health  service  in 
Dover,  N.H.  She  was  also  district 
supervisor  for  the  Community 
Health  Association  in  Boston. 

From  1929  until  1954  she  was 
director  of  the  Visiting  Nurse  Asso- 
ciation of  Springfield,  Mass. 

She  moved  to  Portland  in  1971  to 
live  with  her  longtime  friend,  Marie 
Knowles,  at  1 Bowdoin  St. 

She  was  active  in  professional 
organizations  and  was  a past  presi- 
dent of  Zonta  in  Massachusetts. 
She  was  a member  of  the  Imman- 
uel Baptist  Church  and  its  Aagason 
class. 

Surviving  are  three  foster 
nieces,  Betty  Roche,  Jane  Luchini 
and  Mrs.  Ronald  M.  (Susan)  King, 
all  of  Marion,  Mass. 

A memorial  service  will  be  held 
at  10  a.m.  tomorrow  at  Hay  and 
Peabody  Funeral  Home,  749  Con- 
gress St  The  Rev.  Dr.  Edward 
Nelson  will  officiate. 


